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BALLAJURA YOUTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.59 pm]: I rise this 
afternoon to make mention of a significant milestone that occurred in my electorate earlier this week. On 
Tuesday I had the opportunity to attend, along with a number of other members, the turning-of-the-sod ceremony 
for the new Ballajura youth and community centre. For those members who might not be aware, Ballajura has a 
significant youth population. It is currently home to more than 5 000 children aged between five and 17 years, of 
whom more than 2 000 are between the ages of 10 and 14. It is also home to Ballajura Community College, or 
BCC as it is known. That school—I stand to be corrected on this, and I am sure that if I am wrong, the 
outstanding headmaster, Steffan Silcox, will correct me!—is the second largest in the state. Given all of this, it is 
important that we have positive activities and programs for the young people who live in Ballajura to participate 
in. 

Since 1999 or 2000, or thereabouts, a youth centre fondly known as the Dungeon Youth Centre has been 
operating in the basement of the Mary MacKillop Catholic Community Church, which is adjacent to BCC. Over 
that period, it has provided a variety of free education and employment programs, as well as a range of other 
activities, for local youth, including cooking classes, computer classes and art workshops. Importantly, it has 
provided a safe place for these children to recreate both after school and during school holidays. It is fair to say, 
though, that over the past 10 years the Dungeon has had its fair share of funding issues. As a local member, I do 
not know how many letters I have written or how many times I have spoken in this place in support of the 
Dungeon’s funding requests, but it would have been many. It is true to say that there were times when the 
Dungeon had to reduce its opening hours from five days a week to just four hours a week because of a lack of 
funding. There were certainly times when it was thought that the doors would have to close indefinitely. 

I am pleased to say that things have certainly turned around for this service. The Barnett government has been 
able to assist in funding some of the centre’s activities. That was done with my strong support, as the former 
Minister for Youth, and certainly with the support of the Minister for Community Services, Hon Robyn 
McSweeney. Furthermore, thanks to vital grants that the centre has received from all levels of government—
local, state and federal—including a $458 000 cheque from Lotterywest, which I was pleased to present to the 
City of Swan last year, and the partnership between the city and the Ballajura Youth and Community Venture, 
the new Ballajura youth and community centre is to be built next to the Ballajura Public Library. This will 
finally provide a permanent home for the Dungeon Youth Centre. It will provide an active space for a wide range 
of recreational activities. There will also be a place for study and computer learning, as well as counselling and 
administration space for youth services, and staff and meeting rooms. As I understand it, all these areas will be 
linked with a youth cafe. The Mayor of the City of Swan, Councillor Charlie Zannino, said at the ceremony that 
the new centre is deliberately being placed in the hub, if it can be called that, of the Ballajura community to 
ensure a seamless integration between the existing library and aquatic and sports facilities. The western entry 
will link with the skate park and the eastern entry will connect the facility to the shopping centre. 

I believe that this is a great outcome for the Ballajura community, particularly its young people. It is also a 
tribute to all those people who have been strong supporters of the Dungeon Youth Centre for many years—the 
many youth workers at the centre; members of the local community and, in particular, Mrs Carol Findlay; the 
City of Swan; the federal member for Cowan, Mr Luke Simpkins; and the Malaga business community. I name 
just a few, because there are many. It was a turning point earlier this week. I look forward to seeing the final 
building, which I understand is expected to be completed well before the end of this year, and to attending its 
official opening. I am sure—I know that members across the East Metropolitan Region will agree with me—that 
that will be a day of celebration for all involved, particularly the young people who regularly access this valued 
service in Ballajura. 
 


